The Superpowers and the Middle East
These sacrifices, by which great areas of the world have been preserved
to freedom, must net be thrown away.
In those momentous periods of the past, the President and the
Congress have united, without partisanship, to serve the vital interests
of the United States and of the free world.
The occasion has come for us to manifest again our national unit}
in support of freedom and to show our deep respect for the rights and
independence of every nation—however great, however small. We seek
not violence, but peace. To this purpose we must now devote our ener-
gies, our determination., ourselves.
dwight D. eisenhower
APPENDIX VI
AIDE ME MOIRE FROM SECRETARY OF STATE DULLES TO
ISRAELI AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITED STATES ABBA EBAN.
FEBRUARY 11, 1957*
The United Nations General Assembly has sought specifically, vigor-
ously, and almost unanimously, the prompt withdrawal from Egypt of
the nrmed forces c£ Britain, France and Israel. Britain and France have
complied unconditionally. The forces of Israel have been withdrawn to
a considerable extent but still hold Egyptian territory at Shann el Shaikh
at the entrance to the Gulf of Aqaba. They also occupy the Gazu
Strip which is territory specified by the Armistice arrangements to be
occupied by Egypt.
We understand that it is the position of Israel that (1) it will evacuate
its military forces from the Gaza strip provided Israel retains the
civil administration and police in some relationship to the United
Nations: and (2) it will withdraw from Shann el Shaikh if continued
freedom of passage through the Straits is assured.
With respect to U) the Gaza Strip—it is the view of the United
States that the United Nations General Assembly has no authority to
require of either Egypt or Israel a substantial modification of the
Armistice Agreement, which, as noted, now gives Egypt the right and
responsibility of occupation. Accordingly, we believe that Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza should be prompt and unconditional, leaving the
* Department of State Bulletin, Vol. 36, 11 March 1957, pp. 392-393.
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